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August 21, 2017 

Dave Brown  
Ward Petroleum 
215 West Oak Street, Suite 1000 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80521 
 
RE: Ivy Well Pad Biological Resources Evaluation 
 
 
Dear Dave: 
 
On behalf of Ward Petroleum, Pioneer Environmental Consultants, LLC (Pioneer) completed a wildlife 
evaluatin at the Ivey Well Pad site on August 16, 2017. The proposed Ivey Well Pad site is located in 
Adams County, Colorado, less than a half-mile from the intersection of East 152nd Avenue and York 
Street. The legal description of the site is Township 1 South, Range 68 West, Section 11, southeast 
quarter. The purpose of this wildlife assessment is to describe the habitats at the site and to identify 
wildlife species that currently occur at the site and those that have the potential to occur.  
 
A senior Pioneer biologist visited the site on August 16, 2017. During the site visit, the air temperature 
was 72 degrees Fahrenheit (F), winds were between 3 and 5 miles per hour (mph), skies were 50 percent 
cloudy, and there was no precipitation. The site appeared to be a fallow/abandoned agricultural crop field. 
Evidence of past farming activities included fortuitous crop plants (corn), stubble and slash, planting rows 
or furrows, and evidence of tractor use. At the time of the site visit, no active agricultural practices were 
evident and the site was dominated by Palmer amaranth (Amaranthus palmeri), an invasive species. The 
site did not include any substantial areas of native or undisturbed habitats. The only trees on the site 
included two Russian olives (Elaeagnus angustifolia). Habitats at the site are terrestrial in nature. No 
wetlands or permanent bodies of water exist on the site.  
 
The site was evaluated for its potential to support wildlife species, including federally-listed species, state 
listed species, and other species with special status. There are 10 species of plants and animals that the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has listed as threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidates 
that could occur in Adams County (USFWS 20171) (Table A-1). Of these 10 species, none are expected 
or likely to occur at the proposed Ivey Well Pad site because of the lack of suitable habitats. 
 
State-listed species with the potential to occur in Adams County were identified by reviewing information 
compiled by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program. Seven state listed species were identified with the 
potential to occur in Adams County, and thereby also at the Ivey Well Pad site (CNHP 20172) (Table A-
1). Of the seven state listed species with the potential to occur in Adams County, six are not expected to 
occur at the Ivey Well Pad site because of the lack of suitable habitats for these species. One state listed 
species, the black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus), was observed at the proposed Ivey Well Pad 
site. A small active colony of black-tailed prairie dogs exists in the southern portion of the site near the 
eastern boundary fence. Larger active black-tailed prairie dog colonies exist on parcels immediately 
adjacent to the proposed Ivey Well Pad site.  

                                                           
1 USFWS. 2017. IPaC report for Adams County. Accessed on August 17, 2017. 
 
2  Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP). 2017. Element_County_Tracking02-28-2017. Available at: 
http://www.cnhp.colostate.edu/download/list.asp. Accessed on August 18, 2017.  

http://www.cnhp.colostate.edu/download/list.asp
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The burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) is protected under the (Migratory Bird Treaty Act) MBTA and 
for which the Colorado Park and Wildlife (CPW) has proposed recommended seasonal buffers for 
avoiding impacts to nesting individuals. In Colorado and throughout much of their range, burrowing owls 
are often associated with active and inactive prairie dog colonies. Burrowing owls often occur in prairie 
dog colonies because they use the prairie dog burrows for nesting and shelter and they forage in habitats 
associated within and near prairie dog colonies.  

No burrowing owls were observed at the proposed Ivey Well Pad site on August 16, 2017. Prairie dog 
burrows were inspected for burrowing owl sign including pellets, white-wash, scrapes, and feathers. No 
burrowing owl sign was observed. The prairie dog colonies that exist on the proposed Ivey Well Pad site 
and on the parcel immediately east of the site provide suitable burrowing owl habitats.  

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibits take (pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, 
capture, trap, collect, destroy, molest, or disturb) of bald eagles and golden eagles. Bald eagles are 
typically associated with large bodies of water that provide opportunities to hunt fish and mature riparian 
areas that provide suitable nesting habitats. Golden eagles are typically associated with large expanses of 
open space relying on carrion and other medium-sized mammals for food. Golden eagles typically nest in 
isolated large trees or on cliffs and bluffs. The proposed Ivey Well Pad site does not provide suitable 
nesting or substantial foraging habitat for these eagle species and thus these species are not expected to 
nest at the site. No eagles were observed during the one-day site visit. 

Under the MBTA, protection is afforded to most native bird species that occur in the United States. As 
such, it is illegal to unlawfully kill, injure, or take a migratory bird, nest, or egg. (Take as defined under 
the MBTA is to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect or to attempt these). A variety of 
bird species have the potential to occur at the proposed Ivey Well Pad site while foraging, nesting, or 
migrating. The USFWS has identified some bird species as “Birds of Conservation Concern”. Bird 
species that have received this status are those that without additional conservation actions are likely to 
become candidates for listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Table A-2 lists the Birds of 
Conservation Concern that have the potential to occur in Adams County, and potentially the proposed 
Ivey Well Pad site. This list is not of each species that has the potential to occur at the site, nor does it 
ensure all those listed are certain to occur at the site.  

A variety of common wildlife species have the potential to occur at the proposed Ivey Well Pad site, 
based on its location, habitats, and habitats surrounding the site. Some of the common wildlife species 
that could occur at the site include mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), coyote (Canis latrans), fox (Vulpes 
vulpes), raccoon (Procyon lotor), other small and medium-sized mammals, birds, and reptiles.   

Wildlife species observed while at the site on August 16, 2017 include: 

• Horned lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
• Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) 
• Red-winged blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 
• Mourning dove (Zenaida macroura) 
• Black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) 
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This general assessment is based on a single site visit, site location information provided by Ward 
Petroleum, and publically available data (species lists, National Wetland Inventory Data, aerial imagery 
and mapping, and other materials). If you have any questions about the methods used to complete this 
assessment or any of the provided information, please contact me (sfaulk@pioneer-consulting.com; 720-
56-5712).  
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
Steven Faulk 
Biologist 
Pioneer Environmental Consultants, LLC 
 
Attachments: 
Table A – 1 Special Status Species with Potential to Occur at the Ivey Well Site 
Table A – 2: Birds of Conservation Concern for Adams County 
Site Photos 
 

mailto:sfaulk@pioneer-consulting.com
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Table A-1: Special Status Species with Potential to Occur at the Ivey Well Pad Site 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal 

Status 
State 

Status 
Potential to occur at the 

Ivey Well Site 
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E SE None. Not known to occur 

in Adams County. 
Preble’s Meadow 
Jumping Mouse 

Zapus hudsonius preblei T ST None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Least Tern Sterna antillarum E -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis lucida T -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus T -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Whooping Crane Grus americana E -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Pallid Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus E -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Colorado Butterfly Plant Gaura neomexicana var. 
coloradensis 

T -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Ute Ladies-tresses 
Orchid 

Spiranthes diluvialis T -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Western Prairie Fringed 
Orchid 

Platanthera praeclara T -- None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Northern Leopard Frog Lithobates pipiens -- SC None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus -- SC None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis -- SC None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus -- ST None. Suitable habitats do 
not exist at the site. 

Black-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus -- SC High. An active colony was 
observed at the site.  

E – Endangered; T – Threatened; SE – State Endangered; ST – State Threatened; SC – Special Concern  
 
Table A-2 Birds of Conservation Concern for Adams County 
Scientific Name Common Name Scientific Name Common Name 
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
Black Rosy Finch Leucosticte atrata Black Swift Cypseloides niger 
Brewer’s Sparrow Spizella breweri Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
Cassin’s Finch Carpodacus cassinii Dickcissel Spiza amerciana 
Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis Flammulated Owl Otus flammeolus 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys Lewis’s Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus 
McCown’s Longspur Rhynshophanes mccownii Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus 
Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 
Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 
Virginia’s Warbler Oreothlypis virginiae Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 
Williamson’s Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
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Site Pictures 

 
Image 1 – From Northwest corner of site; looking southeast.  

 

 
Image 2 – From Northeast corner of site; looking southwest. 
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Image 3 -  View looking northeast toward eastern boundary fence; including active prairie dog colony in 

foreground. 


