
L E A R N  A B O U T  Y O U R

M I N E R A L  R I G H T S

That is a complex question in Colorado because there is a difference between ownership of 
the surface rights of the property and ownership of the minerals — oil and gas — beneath 
the property. You may own the surface rights of a property, but someone else may own the 

minerals beneath it. The process for determining who owns the mineral rights for a particular 
property is difficult and often time-consuming. You should consult an attorney or land use 

expert if you have questions about your mineral rights.

DO YOU OWN THE MINERAL RIGHTS FOR YOUR PROPERTY?
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COLORADO OIL & GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The State of Colorado through the Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
(COGCC), not individual counties, handles all mineral rights, spacing, and pooling 
cases. Please contact the COGCC or visit their website for more information. 
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L E A R N  A B O U T  Y O U R

M I N E R A L  R I G H T S

If you own the surface rights 
but not the mineral rights, you 
are not entitled to any royalties. 
However, you may submit public 
comments on proposals with 
Adams County about surface 
impacts and the COGCC about 
surface and subsurface impacts. 
You may also request a hearing 
with the State of Colorado  
about applications, pooling,  
and spacing.

EXAMPLE 1

If you own the mineral rights 
and do not share ownership with 
anyone else, you can choose to 
sign and negotiate private lease 
agreements with operators.

EXAMPLE 2

This is a more efficient way to drill 
with less surface impact while 
allowing all mineral owners to benefit 
from the proceeds. If some owners 
can’t or won’t work out agreements, 
the operator has the right to request 
“force pooling” from the COGCC, 
which ensures the owners receive 
reasonable compensation for their 
minerals. An operator may force pool 
if they own or lease at least 45% of 
the mineral interests in the proposed 
spacing unit.

If you own your mineral rights and 
an oil and gas operator applies to 
develop a large area spreading over 
several parcels, including yours, you 
can negotiate and sign a private 
contract with the operator to pool 
your minerals into a spacing unit 
that also includes other mineral 
rights owners. 

EXAMPLE 3

Under Colorado state law, an oil and gas operator can apply to develop the 
minerals under several parcels and request to lease the mineral rights through a 
pooling application sent to all other owners. Owners have these options:

 ཟ Lease your minerals to an operator through a private agreement that entitles you 
to reasonable royalties from oil and gas production.

 ཟ Participate in the drilling, completion, and operation of the wells. If you choose 
this option, you share the costs of the drilling with the operator, but you will 
receive a greater share of the royalties.

 ཟ Take no action. You will be considered a “non-consenting party” through COGCC 
rules, and your minerals will be force pooled. You will still receive your share of 
the proceeds after the operator recoups its cost for drilling and completions. 
Non-consenting owners receive 13% royalty for gas wells and 16% for oil wells. 
You do have the right to protest the application directly with the COGCC.

WHAT IS “FORCED POOLING?”


