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District Plan Commission meeting notes 
Type of meeting: Regular 

Date: Thursday, February 22, 2018 

Location: Adams County Government Center, 5
th

 Floor Study Session Room 
 

Members present: Mr. Alan Hale (Chair), Ms. Christy Dowling (Vice Chair), Ms. Amanda Griffin (Secretary), Mr. Tim 

Ferrell, Mr. Adam Kniss, Mr. Wayne Scott; Mr. Dave Swanson; Mr. Wayne Walvoord  
 

Members absent: Mr. Thom Stanfield 
 

Staff present: Anneli Berube (Adams County/City of Brighton), Christine Francescani (Adams County), Joelle Greenland 

(Adams County); Aja Tibbs (City of Brighton); Gary Wardle (City of Brighton); Jennifer Woods (Adams County); Jolie 

Diepenhorst (City of Brighton) 
 

Public present: Linda Young (Brighton Shares the Harvest), Douglas McDonald 
  

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

1. Call to Order/Roll 

Call/Pledge of Allegiance 

• No discussion. Meeting called to order 

by A. Hale at 2:02 p.m. 

2. Approve minutes from 

January 25, 2018 meeting 

• No discussion. A. Kniss moved to 

approve minutes from 

January 25, 2018 

meeting. C. Dowling 

seconded. Unanimous 

approval. 

3. Public Comment • L. Young: announced the launch of a new Facebook 

page, “Brighton and surrounding areas Local Food 

Finder”, as a tool to connect consumers with local 

farmers 

• D. McDonald: in real estate, looking to learn more 

about Adams County 

No action. 

4. Staff Report • A. Berube: tour of Greeley-Evans School District food 

hub 

a. Organized and attended tour of the Greeley-

Evans School District Food Hub with 

representatives from 27J and Adams 12. This 

central production facility purchases, stores, 

prepares, and distributes food for all of the 

Greeley-Evans School District’s 27 schools, 

plus 6 charter schools, approximately 22,000 

students. 

b. Topics of discussion included how they 

source their food, including locally-sourced 

produce, milk, and meat; why they set up 

their program in the first place; how they 

started; and what the benefits and 

challenges of this model are. 
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4. Staff report (cont.) c. A few examples of ways to implement Farm 

To School (FTS) initiatives that they use or 

have used are an “Adopt a Farmer” program, 

participating in Colorado Proud Day, and 

implementing a Harvest of the Month 

program. 

d. 27J and Adams 12 representatives were very 

appreciative. We will follow up with a 

collection of resources for them to help 

summarize what we learned on the tour and 

what resources are available. 

• A. Berube: Colorado Fruit & Vegetable Growers 

Association (CFVGA) conference 

a. CFVGA was founded in 2014 to help address 

many of the challenges that Colorado fruit 

and vegetable growers face. This was their 

4
th

 annual conference. 

b. Topics included water, labor, food safety, 

marketing and public relations for farmers, 

shopper trends, and innovation.  

• G. Wardle: Bromley-Hishinuma Farm 

o The Bromley-Hishinuma Local Foods 

Campus, the lessee of the Bromley-

Hishinuma Farm property owned by the City 

of Brighton, has submitted to him their 

annual report for 2017 and plans for 2018; 

Gary will share these with the Commission 

once it has been shared with City Council. 

No action. 

5. Presentation about Brighton 

Historic Preservation survey 

• J. Diepenhorst, Historic Preservation Office 

Coordinator for the City of Brighton, presented 

about the 64 Farmsteads Historic Surveys Phase II 

report completed in 2016; specifically focusing on 

the 19 farmstead properties located in the District 

Plan area. 

No action. 
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6. Announcements, 

Suggestions & Comments 

• W. Scott:  there is a lot of history related to farming 

in downtown Brighton as well, not necessarily in 

District Plan area, but related; including the sugar 

factory and the grain elevator; Historic Preservation 

Office needs help to preserve these, and they are 

important to the history of agriculture. 

• A. Griffin:  Lulu’s Brew & Que scheduled for April 27, 

28, Brighton Chili Fest scheduled for September 8. 

• A. Kniss:  Sakata Farms recently announced that they 

are no longer growing sweet corn, cabbage, and  

Broccoli; will only raise onions and pinto beans, and 

will be going into field corn and grains; main reason 

cited is that they can’t find the labor to maintain 

their production; they are having a public sale of 

their equipment on March 10. 

• D. Swanson: Beginning Beekeepers Class being held 

on February 24. 

• W. Walvoord: shared an article about aquaponics 

systems in Connecticut schools, and an article about 

a technical training course in aquaponics being 

offered at North Carolina State University. Also 

shared need for a “research library” to house 

information relevant to DP implementation, will 

formalize a proposal for a future meeting. 

• A. Hale: referred to an article in the Westminster 

Window about the Local Foods Market in 

Westminster, which was part of a District Plan bus 

tour in 2016. 

• A. Hale: planning to invite State Senator Kevin Priola 

to attend a future District Plan Commission meeting 

No action. 

7. Adjournment  Meeting adjourned at  

3:29 p.m. 

Recorded by: A. Berube 


