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District Plan Commission 
Type of meeting: Regular 

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Location: Adams County Government Center, Conference Center, Room 8101 

 

Members present: Mr. Alan Hale (Chair), Ms. Christy Dowling (Vice Chair), Ms. Amanda Griffin (Secretary), Mr. 

Tim Ferrell, Mr. Adam Kniss, Mr. Wayne Scott, Mr. Thom Stanfield 

Members absent: Mr. Wayne Walvoord, Mr. Dave Swanson 

 

Staff present: Anneli Berube (Adams County/City of Brighton), Christine Francescani (Adams County), Thad 

Gourd (Adams County), Shannon McDowell (Adams County), Gary Wardle (City of Brighton) 

 

Public present: Diana Pantle (Friends of Barr Lake), Linda Young (Brighton Shares the Harvest) 

   

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call • No discussion. Meeting called to order by Alan 

Hale, Chair, at 2:01 p.m. 

2. Approve minutes from 

September 15 and 

October 18, 2017 

meetings 

• No discussion. Adam Kniss moved to approve 

minutes from September 15 

and October 18 meetings. 

Amanda Griffin seconded. 

Unanimous approval. 

3. Public Comment • Diana Pantle, on the board of the 

Friends of Barr Lake, introduced 

herself. No comment since she 

doesn’t yet know what the 

Commission does. 

• Linda Young from Brighton Shares the 

Harvest introduced herself, interested 

in what the Commission is doing. 

No action. 
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4. Vision Statement 

subcommittee update 

• Alan explained that he attended along 

with Amanda, Thom, and Wayne W. 

Anneli and Christine attended as staff. 

The group came up with some ideas, 

but did not come to any conclusions 

or recommendations yet.  

• Thom and Amanda provided 

additional input on the discussion. 

• Adam noted that it should be 

farmland preservation.  

• Wayne S. noted that the economic 

viability of future farms should also be 

considered and part of the vision. 

• The group will meet to discuss further, 

and any ideas or suggestions can be 

sent to Anneli. 

No action. 

5. Staff report (incl. 

presentation from Thad, 

CSU Extension) 

• Anneli noted that a group of Adams 

County and Brighton staff met the 

previous week, helping to ensure that 

associated city and county staff are on 

the same page. One thing that came 

out of the meeting was a realization 

that staff need to explain roles and 

structure more clearly to the 

Commission. 

• Gary discussed the changes to 

staffing, noting that Anneli is the staff 

person that will be working most 

closely with the Commission.  

• Shannon helped to explain the 

structure on the county side. 

• Anneli will provide an organizational 

chart specific to the Adams County 

Community & Economic Development 

Department. 

• Christy noted that it would be helpful 

to have an understanding about 

planning and zoning for the city and 

county and how that fits into the 

District Plan.  

• Thad gave a presentation about CSU 

Extension and the work that it does. 

No action. 

6. Scheduling: executive 

session 

• The executive session will be included 

in the agenda for the December 

meeting. 
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7. Future Agenda Items • Wayne S.: economics of District Plan, 

private partners, water will continue 

to become more expensive. 

• Alan: noted that Boulder County has 

conserved many acres of farmland, 

could learn from them. 

• Thom: wondered if farmland exists 

that’s not being farmed. 

• Gary: efficient use of water is also 

important. 

• Alan: suggested reading the Farm 

Journal, specifically an article about 

cost and payback of drip systems. 

• Adam: need to figure out how to buy 

the land, who does the purchasing, 

and who manages it. 

• Shannon: asked what is needed for 

executive session. Need historic 

properties information, water rights, 

including quality of water. 

• Thad mentioned the importance of 

producers and ag businesses seeking 

out different opportunities and not 

trying to compete with each other. 

• Amanda: education for the group 

about different aspects of the District 

Plan is very important. 

 

8. Upcoming events and 

happenings 

• Alan: Saturday is Veteran’s Day. 

• Thad: CO Master Gardener program is 

available, sign up is going on now. 

• Alan: article in the Denver Post about 

population growth in Colorado 

• Gary: Bromley Farm brochure was 

passed around as follow-up from tour. 

 

9. Scheduling: next meeting • Alan polled the group and the 

majority of Commission members 

agreed that a meeting should be held 

in December. Anneli proposed 

December 6
th

 at 2p.m. as the date for 

the next meeting. 

 

10. Adjournment  Meeting adjourned at 3:27 p.m. 

Minutes recorded by: Anneli Berube 

Approved December 6, 2017 


