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1 | PLANNING CLEAR
CREEK - WHY NOW?

PLAN PURPOSE

Adams County is home to over seven
miles of Clear Creek — one of the
most historically significant and
ecologically intact urban watersheds
remaining in Colorado. The creek

has been a resource for agriculture,
industry, circulation and recreation

for generations. Rapidly-changing
development patterns have forever
changed the face of Clear Creek
throughout its history — first a pristine
natural stream, then a heavily used
industrial corridor, and in the future it
has the potential to be an ecologically
diverse recreational thoroughfare. The
trail that runs along Clear Creek is
part of the Rocky Mountain Greenway,
a planned trail that connects three
Denver-area National Wildlife Refuges
with Rocky Mountain National Park,
and the Peaks to Plains Trail, another
trail that will eventually run along Clear
Creek from the Eisenhower Tunnel to
the South Platte River.

In 2012, Adams County created a
new county-wide master plan for
parks, recreation, and trails. The 2012
Adams County Open Space, Parks, and
Trails Master Plan’s recommendations
focused on land acquisition and
identifying missing trail segments.
Connections to the Clear Creek trail
at Tennyson Street, Lowell Boulevard,
and Clay Street were identified in the
2012 plan. Preserving land along river
corridors to protect floodplains and

provide recreation opportunities was
discussed but no direct correlation was
made to Clear Creek. The 2012 plan
also identified a need to locate infill
park opportunities in the southwest
corner of Addams County, near the Clear
Creek trail. Little attention was given
to the recreational opportunities along
the existing trails systems, with the
exception of a statement that the Clear
Creek trail needs to be cleaned up and
maintained.

In the years since the Open Space,
Parks, and Trails Master Plan was
created, citizens reported safety
concerns throughout the corridor and
safety issues necessitated the closure

of an informal trailhead along Clear
Creek. As Adams County worked to
close the trailhead, it became clear that
specific attention schould be paid to the
entire Clear Creek corridor to ensure
current issues could be addressed and
future improvements were in line with
the community’s needs.

Results from Quality of Life surveys in
2012, 2014, and 2016 also demonstrated
the importance of parks and recreation
to Adams County’s residents. In the
2014 and 2016 Quality of Life surveys,
the open space, parks, and trails system
was listed as the most important service
Adams County provides for maintaining
and improving the quality of life of its
residents.

Growing development pressure in the
southwest corner of Adams County
further contributed to the need for a
master plan for the Clear Creek trail
corridor. New commuter rail stations at
Sheridan, Federal, and Pecos will alter

transportation patterns and could spur
redevelopment of properties along the
creek. The Clear Creek Corridor Plan
provides guidance for improvements
that will be necessary to accommodate
increased trail users associated with the
commuter rail stations and addresses
the interface between the trail corridor
and adjacent development.

The safety concerns raised by residents,
the importance that citizens place

on recreational amenities, and the
increasing devel()pment pressure in
the area around Clear Creck propelled
Adams County to act to create a plan
specific to Clear Creek. The Clear
Creek Corridor Plan was meant to take
a detailed look at the existing land and
amenities along the creek and provide
recommendations based on feedback
from the community.

USE OF THIS
REPORT

The Clear Creek Corridor Plan is an
amendment and update to the 2012
Open Space, Parks, and Trails Master
Plan as well as the Comprehensive
Plan. The plan is meant to be used

asa guide in making improvements
along the corridor, providing additional
amenities, and addressing how adjacent
development interacts with the trail.

Addressing existing challenges

Currcntly, there are a number of
challenges to safety, access and
maintenance along the corridor,
limiting use along the trail and in
the surrounding open spaces. Adams

County Parks and Open Space staff
have worked to resolve many of these
issues, but the need arose for a broad-
reaching review of the concerns and a
comprehensive solution strategy.

Coordinating current and
upcoming projects

This plan has been prepared with
extensive guidance from the Adams
County Clear Creek Corridor Plan
Technical Advisory Committee. This
team provided insight from across many
public-sector entities addressing the
planning, engineering, programming
and maintenance of the corridor.

This Plan has been prepared with
consideration for many ongoing and
upcoming improvement efforts within
Adams County, the Urban Drainage
and Flood Control District, the Clear
Creek Watershed Foundation, Regional
Transportation District and a number
of state wildlife programs with the

goal of bridging these projects and
strengthening each effort through
collaboration.

Anticipating future development
demands

Finally, planning and implementation
strategies for Clear Creek have been
refined through multiple workshopping
efforts with Adams County Public
Works and Adams County Community
and Economic Development staff.
This forward-thinking anticipation

of the future of Clear Creek ensures
the corridor will be enhanced by new
growth and investment and celebrated
as an asset for future development.



